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Your 
Community 
Has the 
Power

[ORG LOGO 
OR NAMe]
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WHAT IS_ 
_VOTERS NOT POLITICIANS?
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WHAT IS_ 
_VOTERS NOT POLITICIANS?

VNP is a grassroots movement working to
restore political power to all Michigan citizens.

VNP welcomes all volunteers and is 
not affiliated with any political party or partisan agenda.





_Together, 6,000 of us_
_helped pass Proposal #2_
_to end gerrymandering_ 

_in Michigan_



_Together, 6,000 of us_
_helped pass Proposal #2_
_to end gerrymandering_ 

_in Michigan_
_But we still have work to do!_
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Today, let’s talk about:

➔ Why does redistricting matter?

➔ What will the Redistricting Commission do?

➔ What defines your Community and what are its needs?

➔ How can your Community make its voice heard
in government?
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Why does 
Redistricting matter?
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Why does 
Redistricting matter?

(What is a district?)
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A DISTRICT is a clearly defined geographic area:

Voters living within a district boundary elect public 
officials to represent them as a group.

Many voters in each 
district vote…
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✔

Many voters in each 
district vote…

To elect one 
representative 
for each seat…

A DISTRICT is a clearly defined geographic area:

Each legislative body has one district for every seat. 
The districts must have the same number of people.
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A DISTRICT is a clearly defined geographic area:

Each legislative body has one district for every seat. 
The districts must have the same number of people.

To elect one 
representative 
for each seat…

✔

Elected representatives
make up the 
legislature

Many voters in each 
district vote…
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12 
people

18 
people

Over time, people move around a state across 
district lines, some people die, and babies are 

born — so numbers change.
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15 
people

15 
people

So every 10 years, we REDISTRICT so districts 
have an equal number of people again



THIS
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When we take PARTISANSHIP
out of the redistricting process,
we can use redistricting for its 

intended purpose: 
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_Keep communities intact so groups of _ 
_people who share interests can elect public _  
_officials to represent them in government._

When we take PARTISANSHIP
out of the redistricting process,
we can use redistricting for its 

intended purpose: 
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- Article 1 Section 1 Michigan Constitution 

“
.”
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[At this point in the presentation, the VNP 
presenter turns the mic over to a co-presenter 

who is a member of the COI community so 
that person can lead the discussion.]
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So how will life for 
our Community

_IMPROVE_ with the 
next redistricting?
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Let’s discuss one key policy issue 
facing our Community 

What is one way government could serve us 
better than it does now?
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How could our representation 
better help our community?
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[Now, the mic goes back to the VNP 
presenter.]
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Fair districts return power to Communities:
➔ Better representation in Congress and in the 

State Legislature
➔ Elected officials who care about your 

Community’s needs 
➔ Better government programs and services

Fairer redistricting will make 
government work better for your 

Community:
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Fair districts return power to Communities:
➔ Better representation in Congress and in the 

State Legislature
➔ Elected officials who care about your 

Community’s needs 
➔ Better government programs and services

_Your tax dollars will work better for you!_

Why Should Your Community Be 
Involved in the Redistricting 

Process?
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What will the
Redistricting Commission

actually do?
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Role of Redistricting Commission
Draw and approve election district maps...
a. State House of Representatives (110)
b. State Senate (38)
c. MI’s Representatives in U.S. Congress  (14) 
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The Redistricting Commission will
Gather input from Communities by…

a. Receiving public comment via mail, in-person, email

b. Hosting town halls to hear testimony from Michigan 
citizens 
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Timeline for the Redistricting 
Commission

Public Hearings:
At least 10 before maps 

are drafted
At least 5 more after 

maps are drafted

New maps must 
be approved by 

November 1, 2021

New maps will be 
used in the 2022 

Elections!

2021 2022Nov 
2021



31



32



33



34

✔
✔
✔
✔

✘

✘
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Online: Representable.org 
is a user-friendly website that 

lets you describe your 
Community and draw its 

boundaries on a map.
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Online: Representable.org 
is a user-friendly website that 

lets you describe your 
Community and draw its 

boundaries on a map.

On Paper: A sheet of paper 
and a pen or pencil are really 

all you need to think about the 
extent of your Community.
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Examples of possible 
community maps

(Website: www.representable.org)

Paper & Pencil
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Online: Representable.org 
is a user-friendly website that 

lets you describe your 
Community and draw its 

boundaries on a map.

On Paper: A sheet of paper 
and a pen or pencil are really 

all you need to think about the 
extent of your Community.

A MIX
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➔

➔
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The Redistricting Commission MUST 
consider Community boundaries, so...

_MAKE YOUR VOICE KNOWN_ 
to help keep your Community intact.

Your Community is stronger together.
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The United States of Redistricting
Map Key

7 states with Independent Citizen 
Commission (Partisan Balance) | Red

1 Independent Citizen Commission (Partisan 
Imbalance) | Dark Purple

4 states with Advisory Commission (No 
Elected Officials) | Dark Blue

2 states with strict Constitutional Standards 
| Orange

3 states with Politician Commission |Light 
Blue

1 Nonpartisan State Demographer | Green

1 Nonpartisan Legislative Staff | Light Purple

Source: Common Cause

https://www.commoncause.org/our-work/gerrymandering-and-representation/gerrymandering-redistricting/

